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EUTHANASIA, GRIEF AND LOSS:
HUMAN AND ANIMAL PERSPECTIVES

DAVE SHUEY, RVT, CHPT

When a family faces the death of a beloved pet, a different kind

of care is required of the veterinary team: bond-centered care.

The medical model is no longer able to serve the needs that arise

at this emotionally charged and delicate time. The veterinary

technician, often teaming with the human mental health

professional, must adopt a new approach which honors the

human-animal bond as the transition from life to death

approaches. This lecture illustrates the nature of the bond-

centered approach to navigating the end of a pet’s life from all

points of view, including that of the pet itself.
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